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At a press conference in Mexico City on Nov. 16, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega accused Costa
Rica of permitting contras to engage in "illegal political activities" in that country in violation of
the regional peace accord. Ortega's statements occurred after a meeting with Mexican President
Miguel de la Madrid at the end of a weekend visit in the Mexican capital. Ortega said that the
political activities of such "CIA-employed" contra leaders as Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, Alfonso
Robelo and Alfredo Cesar in Costa Rica "are illegal." Under the regional peace accord, he said,
the Costa Rican government is required to "put these people in their place." Robelo, et al. are
members of the political directorate of the contra umbrella group, the Nicaraguan Resistance.
They are currently residing in San Jose. Ortega repeated his request that indirect negotiations with
the contras take place in the US. Nicaraguan Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, chosen mediator
between the Sandinistas and the contras, has suggested that the negotiations be held in Central
America. Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, principal architect of the peace plan, has said the
talks should take place in Nicaragua. The contras insist on Managua. According to Ortega, "no
Central American country can be the site of these talks" because the Aug. 7 peace accord does not
permit "political activities by persons linked to...insurgent forces." He said that his government
regards as unacceptable the involvement of any Central American country in the Sandinista-contra
talks. In response to a question on the presence in Managua of Salvadoran rebel leaders, Ortega
said that "Nicaragua isn't the only one required to comply" with the peace accord, and that the
five signatories were obliged to "take simultaneous actions" to meet its provisions. Asked why
Nicaragua could not follow the example of Salvadoran President Jose Napoleon Duarte, who held
an initial round of direct cease-fire negotiations with rebels last month in San Salvador, Nicaraguan
Vice President Sergio Ramirez would say only that the two countries' situations were different. In
Managua Friday night, Ramirez noted to reporters that talks between Guatemalan government
and rebel representatives last month were held in Madrid. (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST,
11/17/87)
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